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Christ is born again 

and the angels sing 

once more: “Glory to 

God in the highest, and 

on earth peace, 

goodwill among all.” 

(Luke 2/14-15) 

Christmas is the 

celebration of the 

mystery of God’s love 

for the world. We 

remember this Holy 

Event every year that 

took place two thousand 

years ago, when the 

Prince of Peace and 

the Light of the World was born as a baby. Christmas is the time to once again proclaim the 

good tidings that Emmanuel, God is with us. This beautiful event of Christmas fills our hearts 

with joy, peace and hope. In this marvellous event of God becoming man, God reveals His 

great love for us and His divine plan, to restore our union with Him. This Christmas also 

challenges us to accept Jesus, born in the manger, as our Saviour, and to surrender our lives to 

Him. To allow Him to rule our hearts and minds every day, especially in the New Year 2021.    

The Covid-19 Pandemic has turned the world topsy-turvy and the world is yet to come to 

terms with the damages it has caused. The impact of it is felt in the economic, social, political 

and emotional spheres. Today we also witness senseless violence, prejudice, uncertainty, 

economic hardships, political turmoil and spiritual aloofness. Most of us were forced to remain 

indoors as severe restrictions were placed on our outdoor movements. There were not many 

activities in our pastoral as well as in our education ministry. All our churches and schools 

remained closed. We had online masses and other services, and online classes and programs. 

Thankfully our church services have resumed with certain SOPs. We hope that soon all our 

schools will be allowed to begin the regular schedule. As we await the good news of the effect 

of the vaccine, we all hope that with the dawn of the New Year the curtains will be drawn on 

these painful problems. By God’s blessings we may be permitted to resume our normal routine 

and wonderful outdoor life.  
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Christmas provides us with the required strength, hope and faith to faces these difficulties. May 

the peace of God and the joy of the holy season fill our hearts and lead us to the heart of God, 

who has chosen to become one among us; Emmanuel. The gifts of Christmas are hope, peace 

and joy. May each one of us be blessed during this joyous time of the year. Let us acknowledge 

with gratitude the symbol of God’s unconditional love for us. “God loved the world so much 

that He sent His only begotten Son to redeem us and show us the way the Father.” (Jn 3/16) 

 Let us open our hearts to the Infant Jesus so that He may be born in our hearts and minds. Let 

us prayerfully examine our lives so that we may strengthen our relationship with Jesus and 

share with everyone His love, hope and peace. May all of you have a Very Holy, Blessed and 

Joyful Christmas, and a Grace-filled New Year 2021.  

 

THE PROVINCIAL CHAPTER - 2020 

The Provincial Chapter is a symbol of fraternal union and a forum of collective discernment 

and accountability for the life and mission of the entire Province. (Const. 234) The whole 

Province will have to be so well prepared that it becomes truly an occasion for a thorough 

evaluation, discovery of greater inner strength and a joint attempt to find ways and means to 

make the spiritual life and mission of the Province more vibrant and effective. It is obligatory 

on the part of all members to participate wholeheartedly in the preparation of the Chapter. 

(Const. 235)   

Provincial Chapter will take place from 27th December to 31st December 1:30 pm. 

All the delegates and invitees are to reach Nagpur Provincialate latest by 4: 00 pm on 27th 

December. Those are traveling from far are encouraged to reach Nagpur at the earliest. Kindly 

inform the Superior of the Provincialate community about your arrivals.    

I would like to urge all the communities to pray for the success of the Chapter during the 

regular spiritual devotional exercises. It is a sacred event through which we draw inner strength 

to make the mission of Jesus more vibrant and people-oriented. 
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PROVINCIAL CHAPTER 2020 

PARTICIPANTS 

A. DELEGATES  

Sr. No. Names  Sr. No. Names  

 EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 22 Domy Vallomkunnel 

1 Anthony Amaldoss 23 Anil George  

2 Benedict De Souza 24 Joseph Kailamangalam 

3 George Kurickal 25 Saiju Vettukallel  

4 Henry Nedumkallel   26 Rijo Mechery  

5 Lalit Tigga 27 Bijay Kerketta 

6 Michael Raj   28 Henry Peter 

7 Muthuswamy J. B.  29 Anand Kullu 

8 Patras Tirkey 30 Cyprian Dungdung 

9 Paul Varambinakam 31 Emile Tirkey 

10 Sandeep Tirkey 32 Sanjay Lakra 

11 William Anthony 33 Aajo Therully 

ELECTED DELEGATES 34 Amrit Kujur 

12 Bosco P.  35 Anup Pillai  

13 Joseph Pulloppillil   SPECIAL INVITEES 

14 Melroy Almeida  36 Pius Gonsalves 

15 Emmanuel V. 37 Hilarus Tirkey 

16 Amal Raju B  38 Michael Toppo 

17 Manoj Tirkey  39 Manu Joseph 

18 Ignathi Kshirsagar  40 Issac John 

19 Lajarus Soreng  41 Vishwas Torne 

20 Selbestar Xalxo      

21 Marcus Ruptake      
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GROWING TOGETHER IN THE LORD 

The Annual Province 

Retreat - 2020 was 

conducted online. It 

was a great 

opportunity to renew 

our spiritual, religious 

and community living. 

On 11th November the 

priests and deacons of 

Mozambique 

Delegation gathered at 

the Delegation House, 

Matola, to attend the 

online retreat. Fr. 

Errol Fernandes SJ was the retreat animator. 

The retreat talks were deeply inspiring. The uniqueness of the retreat was in the depth of the 

Biblical knowledge and sincere convictions of the animator. The well-chosen themes, the 

spiritually nourishing reflective thoughts, the clear and pleasant manner of presentation and 

above all the complete entrusting of the orientation of the retreat to the power of the Holy 

Spirit, easily seized our hearts and spirits and tuned us to the promptings of the Spirit.  

The retreat reflections covered all the aspects of our spiritual, community, religious and 

pastoral life, thus inviting us constantly to make serious personal choices and decisions with 

prudence and discernment, to continue the God-entrusted mission on this earth. His manner of 

re-reading the Biblical passages, very specially the Gospel passages as per our context, during 

the Holy Eucharist was very capturing and inviting each one of us to make an authentic 

examination of our conscience. His personal proficiency in interpreting the Word of God 

inspired us to open our lives before the Word of God and enthused in us the courage to venture 

into unexplored spiritual potentials and personal resources. The holy hour spent with the 

Eucharistic Lord offered us sufficient time for our personal reflection. Sitting at the feet of the 

Lord as one Family to listen to His sweet and tender words, strengthened our communion with 

Him and with one another. We were deeply moved by the grace of God to make our personal 

decisions and to persevere and endure in practicing them. On 16th morning the retreat ended 

with the celebration of the Eucharist. With expressions of gratitude and with friendly chats 

with all the members of the Fransalian family, the retreat ended well. 

 The well-arranged time table, electronic systems, food and accommodation, the quiet 

atmosphere and many other external factors led to the very success of the annual retreat. As 

one Fransalian Family we came together, sat in the company of the Lord, reflected over His 

words and shared the fellowship meal. Thus we experienced God’s continued presence and 
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guidance in the life of the Delegation. It was really the need of the hour to renew our spiritual 

vigor and strength and increase our proximity with our Delegation and Province.  

On 16th afternoon we had the online Delegation meeting with Fr. Muthuswamy, the 

Provincial. Frs. Aajo and Anto in India, Fr. Alex Tigga in U.S, and Fr. Rajesh in Portugal also 

participated. We discussed many important issues pertaining to the Delegation and its growth.  

17th November was a day dedicated to entertainment as we organized a picnic to Ponto de 

Ouro. We had a cricket match, a sumptuous lunch and cold shower at the beach in the evening. 

We express our sincere thanks to the Provincial, the Delegation Superior and the 

Administration for meticulously planning the retreat and making all the necessary 

arrangements for our stay. A special thanks to the retreat preacher Fr. Errol Fernandes SJ. May 

God bless us and keep us happy in His mission. 

Fr. Lukas Yesudass MSFS 

 

TO LOVE AND TO SERVE 

 9th November 2020 was a joyful day at Tejas Vidya Peetha, Bangalore, as eight brothers were 

ordained Deacons. Bro. 

Ruben Gilbert of Nagpur 

Province was one among 

them. The Holy Eucharistic 

celebration and Diaconate 

Ceremony was presided 

over by His Grace, Most 

Rev. Dr. Peter Machado, 

Archbishop of Bangalore. 

The Holy Eucharistic 

celebration commenced at 

6.00 pm with a prayerful 

procession. The theme for 

the Diaconate was “To 

Love and To Serve”. Rev. Fr. Binu Edathumparambil, the Rector of Tejas Vidya Peetha 

extended a warm welcome to Archbishop Peter Machado, Rev. Fr. Benny Koottanal the 

Provincial of South West India Province and to all the invited guests. Due to the Pandemic 

Covid-19 only a limited number of guests were permitted. In his homily the Archbishop 

highlighted the role and responsibilities of deacons in the Church. After the Holy Eucharistic 

celebration the Archbishop and all the newly ordained deacons were felicitated. The newly 

ordained deacons thanked His Grace, all the Provincials and the Formators. After the 

felicitation ceremony a fraternal meal was arranged in the courtyard. 

Bro. Ruben Gilbert MSFS 
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MISSIONARIES FOREVER 

Rev. Fr. Muthuswamy, the Provincial of Nagpur Province and Rev. Fr. Jayaseelan, the 

Provincial of Pune Province presided over the solemn Eucharistic celebration, on 6th December 

at 10.30 am. The theme was “Missionaries Forever with A Vision”. Fr. Vincent, the Rector, 

Fr. Antony Swamy, the 

Vice Rector, Fr. Noel 

Rebello, Fr. Jerson, Fr. 

Solomon, Fr. Aajo and 

priests of the Pune 

Apostolic Community 

were the con-celebrants. 

We were eight Brothers 

who made our Final 

Profession: Pune 

Province – 5; Nagpur 

Province - 2 and South 

East India Province -1. 

The choir comprised of 

the 11 brothers of the community. Since we could not invite many for the Eucharistic 

celebration, it was live streamed so that all at our homes too could participate virtually in the 

event.  After the mass a small felicitation program was organized for all the professed 

perpetually. The celebrations came to an end with a fellowship meal.  

Bro. Gollapudi Joseph MSFS 

SILVER JUBILARIAN 

Fr. Jacob Karamakuzhiyil MSFS was born on 28th 

March 1962 at Alachery, Kerala to Mr. Kuriakose and 

Ms. Mary. He was baptized on 25th March 1962 and was 

confirmed on 17th February 1974 at St. Cornelius Church, 

Kolayad. He did his Elementary Schooling at Government 

Primary School, Alachery and Secondary Schooling at 

Kolayad from 1976-79. He did his Higher Secondary at 

St. Xavier’s College, Mapusa, Goa. He completed his 

Graduation and P.G. at SFS College Nagpur and B.Ed 

from Nirmala Institute of Education, Panjim, Goa. He 

made his first profession on 3rd June 1987 at Belgaum, 

Karnataka. He did his Philosophy at St. Charles 

Seminary, Nagpur from 1987-91. He did his theology at 

JDV, Pune from 1992-95. He made his Final Profession at 

Fransalian Seminary, Pune in 1994. He did his Diaconate 

Ministry at Kinwat in 1995. He was ordained a priest on 13th May 1996 at Our Lady of 
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Assumption Church, Alachery. He was appointed a teacher at St. John’s High School, Nagpur 

from 1997-99. He was the Vice-Principal from 1999 to 2001 and Principal from 2001 to 2008 

at SFS School, Janakpuri, New Delhi. He was appointed as Project in charge for new schools 

from 2008-10. He was the Principal of SFS School, Jhajjar from 2010-11. He held the office of 

Provincial Councillor for 2005-11. He was elected as Provincial Superior of Nagpur Province 

in 2011. He was the Provincial Superior for two terms; from 2011-14 and 2014-17. From 2017-

19 he was in charge of construction of the SFS School, Badgaon. In 2019 he was elected as a 

General Councilor and put in charge of Education.  

 

ORDINATION TO PRIESTHOOD 

Deacon Amit Tirkey was born on 20th May 1992 at 

Kilesera, Barghat, Jharkhand, to Mr. Benedict Tirkey 

and Mrs. Pushpa Tirkey. He was baptized on 10th June 

1992 at St. Teresa Church, Samsera. He was confirmed 

on 12th May 2006 by Rt. Rev. Joseph Minj D.D. 

Bishop of Simdega, at Catholic Church, Salangaposh. 

He did his Primary schooling at R. C. School, Dumki, 

High schooling at St. Ignatius High School, 

Salangaposh, Simdega, Jharkhand, and Higher 

Secondary at P. S. College Bargaon, Sundergarh, 

Odisha, from 2010-2012. For his initial formation he 

was at the Minor Seminary in Latapara, Bargaon. He 

made his First Profession on 31st May 2013 at 

Dhyanashram, Varanasi. He studied Philosophy at 

Suvidya College, Bengaluru from 2013-2016. He did 

his Regency at MSFS Provincialate, Nagpur. He did his Theology at Tejas Vidya Peetha, 

Bengaluru and for 6 months in Vidya Jyoti, New Delhi. He made his Final Profession on 28th 

May 2019, in Tejas Vidya Peetha, Kengeri, Bengaluru. He was ordained a Deacon on 17th 

February 2020 at Tejas Vidya Peetha, by Rt. Rev. Francis Serao SJ.  Bishop of Shimoga, 

Karnataka.  At present he is doing his Diaconate ministry at Fransalian House, Darkona, 

Ambikapur, Chhattisgarh. He will be ordained a priest on 29th January 2021 at St. Teresa 

Church, Samsera, Simdega by Rt. Rev. Vincent Barwa D.D. Bishop of Simdega. On behalf of 

the entire Province I wish Deacon Amit Tirkey, all the joys of this great spiritual event. May he 

become a true instrument of God to work for His Kingdom and Mission. 
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MY HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE 

 “Truly I tell you, whatever 

you did for one of the least 

of these brothers and 

sisters of mine, you did for 

me.” (Mt 26/40) 

Every year Oriens 

Theological College, 

Shillong, declares winter 

holidays for two months. 

One month is for pastoral 

ministry and one month for 

home holidays. As I was 

planning for my holidays, I realised that this is a good time to fulfil my ardent desire to serve 

the Covid patients.Though Fr.Provincial had informed us to come to the Province and do 

pastoral ministry, I requested him regarding my desire to serve our suffering fellow humans in 

a hospital. After a few days Fr. Provincial gave me his consent. The FCC sisters of Dayasagar 

Hospital Amravati, Maharashtra, welcomed me and arranged all the facilities. I reached 

Amravati on 4th November. After the required self-quarantine and Covid test, I joined the 

medical team under the leadership of Sr. Dr. Medical Superintendent. They gave me all the 

instructions and guidance to be taken while rendering care to the Covid patients. Since I am 

trained in medical procedures and have done my religious studies, I could serve them 

medically as well as look after their spiritual concerns.     

Unlike other patients, Covid patients need not only a lot of medical care, but also psychological 

and spiritual support, as they are staying alone in the hospital, without their family members. In 

the beginning there is a lot fear and anxiety in their minds. Our holistic-care makes them more 

open and confident. Slowly they start to share their problems, worries and anxieties without 

any hesitation. When they come to know that we are persons dedicated to God, they ask us to 

pray over them, whatever may be their religion or status. We used to sit and pray with the 

critical patients till their last breath, as unfortunately they are away from their family members, 

during their last moments in this world. We experienced great joy and contentment when the 

recovered patients left for their homes with a smile on their faces.  

Dayasagar Hospital is providing very good holistic-care at affordable rates, according to the 

Government packages; therefore, it is the most preferred Covid hospital in Amravati region. 

The Management and Staff are serving Covid and general patients tirelessly. It is a very 

challenging service since Covid is a highly contagious disease. We strictly follow all the Covid 

protocols. The Management gives me all the support I need. I request your valuable prayers. I 

am grateful to Fr. Provincial, Sr. Superior, the Hospital Management and especially the Fathers 

of Bandera community for helping me and encouraging me to be at the service of suffering 

humanity. 

Bro. Anoop Francis MSFS 
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DIBRUGARH PROVINCIAL CONGRESS 2020 ELECTED  

THE FOLLOWING CONFRERES TO THE PROVINCIAL CURIA 

1) Fr. Tomson Aerathedathu (Admonitor & Councillor for Formation) 

2) Fr. George Vadakkepericherimannil (Councillor for Education) 

3) Fr. Joseph Bamhingbe (Councillor for Mission) 

4) Fr. Milkius Tirkey (Councillor for Social Apostolates and Innovative Ministries) 

5) Fr. Peter Parankimalil (Bursar) 

 

PUNE PROVINCIAL CHAPTER 2020 ELECTED  

THE FOLLOWING CONFRERES TO THE PROVINCIAL CURIA 

1) Fr. Tony Prem Anand (Admonitor & Councillor for Formation) 

2) Fr. Juze Francesco Fernandes (Councillor for Mission) 

3) Fr. Santow John Kodmulil (Councillor for Education) 

4) Fr. Jerard Sahayaraj (Councillor for Social Apostolates and Innovative Ministries) 

5) Fr. A. Nelson (Bursar) 
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GUWAHATI PROVINCIAL CONGRESS 2020 ELECTED  

THE FOLLOWING CONFRERES TO THE PROVINCIAL CURIA 

 

 

 
 

1) Fr. Saji George Puthiyakulangara (Admonitor & Councillor) 

2) Fr. George Poovathunkal (Councillor) 

3) Fr. Athnas Kerketta (Councillor) 

4) Fr. Roy Parayaniyil (Councillor) 

5) Fr. Santhosh Chavaranal (Bursar) 

 

Our Heartiest Congratulations to the newly elected members of the Provincial Curia of 

the three Provinces. We assure you of our prayers for the animation of your Provinces. 

SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS TO 

 

❖ Fr. Lalji George who secured distinction in M.A. Psychology.  

❖ Bro. Ruben Gilbert on being ordained a Deacon. 

❖ Bro. Rajat and Bro. Gollapudi Joseph for making their Final Profession.  

PRAY FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

• Mr. Birant Digal, 58 years, father of Bro. Rajat K. Digal, who expired on 08/11/2020 

• Fr. Jules Seppey MSFS of Franco – Swiss Province, who expired on 10/11/2020 

• Mrs. Regina Mary, 63 years, cousin sister of Fr. Peter Paul, who expired on 13/12/2020 

• Mrs. Elamma Nedumkallel, 71 years, aunt of Fr. Henry N. who expired on 14/12/2020 

 

I request all those who have not fulfilled the suffrages to do the same at the earliest. 

(Constitution No. 118; General Directory No. 98) 
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SALESIAN THOUGHT 

“If we walk steadily and faithfully, God will lift us up to greater things.”  

  

 

Yours Fraternally in Christ, 

 

Fr. John Britto Muthuswamy MSFS 

Provincial Superior  


